We readily admit that great comfort may be afforded to the patient suffering from simple stricture of the rectum by bougies, but we do not, like the author, admit that they effect a cure, except in rare cases. Like a stricture of the urethra, it may be dependent upon induration of one or more of the tissues surrounding the canal, and may be dilated; but rarely will the tissue be softened or the dilatation become permanent. We do not quite agree with our author as to the best mode of using the bougie: instead of the immediate removal as soon as it shall have passed the obstruction, we would recommend that it should remain the greater part of an hour, if it can be borne without inconvenience by the patient. When once dilatation has been procured to a sufficient extent, it must be preserved by the occasional introduction of the bougie ever after. Fissure 
